- How To STUDY

THE BIBLE

,@ FBC NAC J :

Deuteronomy 17:18-20 (CSB)
18When he is seated on his royal throne, he is to write a copy of this instruction
for himself on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests.
19t is to remain with him, and he is to read from it all the days of his life, so
that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to observe all the words of this
instruction, and to do these statutes.
20Then his heart will not be exalted above his countrymen, he will not turn
from this command to the right or the left, and he and his sons will continue
reigning many years in Israel.

1. Ifthe king needed to be intimately familiar with the word of God, then
so do we (18-19).

2. Bible study is key to humility (20).

3. Bible study is key to wisdom and self-control (20).

4. Bible study is key to leaving a legacy of faithfulness (20).

5. Bible study should be, at least in part, (18).

6. Bible study should be (19).



Bible Study Tools

Three Essential Tools for Bible Study

1. Bible
2. Penand
3. Bible

Study Bible

A Study Bible is a Bible with a few key Bible study tools built in.
e Cross reference system

e Verse by verse commentary

e Introductions to each book of the Bible

e Basic maps

e Sometimes it will include...

o Concise concordance

o Gospel harmony outline

o Concise topical index

o Special features

= (CSBputs all Old Testament quotes in bold.

=  Some Bibles use the “Red Letter” feature.

e The good and the bad...



Helpful tips and instructions for using a Study Bible...

¢ You should use a Bible version and a font size that is easy for you.

e The cross-reference system is the best Bible study tool there is.

¢ Do notlook at the commentary first, or second, or third.
o First, look at the text.
o Second, look at the text.

o Third, look at the cross-references.

e The commentary is a helper; it is not Scripture.
o  While they can be helpful, commentaries are fallible.

o Don’t confuse where the Bible stops and the commentary
starts.

Recommended Study Bibles

e  (SB Study Bible (Christian Standard Bible)
o Available soon

e ESV Study Bible (English Standard Version)
e  MacArthur Study Bible (ESV, NK]JV, NASB, NIV)

e Life Application Study Bible (NLT, NIV, NKJV, NASB, KJV)



How to use a cross reference system

e There are two types of cross reference systems.
o Center column reference
o Side column reference

e The time it takes to look up cross references will always be time

well spent.

o

Small Post-It notes are invaluable when studying with cross
references.
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— Romans 8:18 | For [ consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparingt with the glory¥ that is going to be revealed to us. (CSB)

— 2 Corinthians 4:17 | For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison. (ESV)

— 1 Peter 4:13 | But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may
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Pen and paper

e The act of writing will help you slow down and process what you are
thinking.

e The act of writing will aid your memory.

e The act of writing will give you something to refer to in the future.

e Isit ok to write in your Bibles?

e Highlighter recommendation: Sharpie GEL
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Topical Bible

A Topical Bible is a Bible with the verses arranged by topic.

Helpful tips and instructions for using a Topical Bible

e A Topical Bible should not be the tool for your daily Bible reading.

e A Topical Bible is different than a concordance.

¢ You want a Topical Bible that has the actual Bible text, not just the
verse reference.

¢ You want to find the sweet spot between being too concise and
exhaustive.

Recommendation

e  The MacArthur Topical Bible

TOPICAL BIBLE

Q/%

A COMPREHENSIVE
TO EVERY MAJOR TOPIC FOUND
IN THE BIBLE

JOHN MACARTHUR




Bonus Tools for Bible Study

1. A more Bible translation
2. ABible
3. Bible

4, Exhaustive

5 A of the Gospels
6. Interlinear Bible with Numbers and concise
7. theology reference

Other Bible versions

e More “word-order” Bible version recommendation

o New American Standard Bible

e More “paraphrased” Bible version recommendation for supplemental
study

o New Living Translation

e Example...

— Hebrews 1:3 | The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the
exact expression of His nature, sustaining all things by His powerful
word. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high. (CSB)

— Hebrews 1:3 | And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His
power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, (NASBY5)




— Literal (minus tenses and cases): Who be radiance the
glory and representation the nature he sustain even the all
the word the power he purification the sin to make to sit
down at right the greatness on high.

— Hebrews 1:3 | The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses
the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty
power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat
down in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in
heaven. (NLT)

Serendipity Bible

e Provides thought-provoking questions for personal reflection.

e Great training-wheels for learning to do devotional studies.

o This Bible is called Serendipity Bible for Groups in some editions.

Anniversariy
Edition

For Personal and Small Group Study
Revised & Expanded




Exhaustive concordance

e An exhaustive concordance is an index for every word in the Bible.

e This resource is valuable for deeper Bible study but is cumbersome and
can be replaced with a Topical Bible.

e Recommendation

o The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible

~
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Harmony of the Gospels (Sometimes called Gospel Parallels)

¢ A Harmony of the Gospels puts the events in the four gospels together
in chronological order.

o Note: The chronology represents someone’s educated guess.
e A harmony index can be found in many Study Bibles and online.

o https://www.blueletterbible.org/study/harmony/

MATT. 1718 MARK 92.6LUKE 528-36
134, THE TRANSFIGURATION,




Bible (interlinear or not) with Strong’s Numbers & concise lexicon

e Strong’s Numbers are a system where each Greek and Hebrew word
have been assigned a number for easy reference.

e A Strong’s Numbers Bible with a lexicon (dictionary) will allow you to
look up the original language words.

e Example

— 2 Thessalonians 3:12 | Now we command and exhort such
people by the Lord Jesus Christ that quietly working, they may eat
their own food. (HCSB)

e “Command” is Strong’s Number: G3853

o The Strong’s Definition of that word: “to pass on an
announcement”

e  “Exhort” is Strong’s Number: G3870
o The Strong’s Definition of that word: “to call, beseech,
exhort, or comfort”

Systematic theology reference

e Recommendations
o Systematic Theology (2 Volumes), James Leo Garrett
o Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem

o Systematic Theology, Norman Geisler



Electronic Tools

Mobile Devices (phones and tablets)

e YouVersion (free)
o CSBis available there.

e FighterVerse (free)
o Tool for Bible memory

e Logos (basics are free)
o Bible study software

Desktop Software

e Logos.com

o Many resources for free.
=  Lexham English Bible
=  Faithlife Study Bible Notes
= Lexicons
= Harmony of the Gospels
= Interlinear and Reverse Interlinear Bibles

o Unlimited resources for purchase.

=  What can it do?



